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Muddling Along May 10  

ADDENDUM AND CORRECTIONS TO JAN 31 POST 

With the new clarification provided by Bob Kissinger re: the Nanaimo River regulations, I have re-posted 

my January 31st post with the new clarifications included in CAPITAL LETTERS. 

Here goes nothing: 

1. When you can fish 

A.  Freshwater portion 

There are places to fish on the Nanaimo River system 365 days of the year.  HASLAM CREEK IS THE ONLY 

TRIBUTARY WHICH IS CLOSED (THIS CLOSURE IS YEAR ROUND).  THAT ALSO WOULD MEAN THAT THE 

CREEK FROM THE HATCHERY IS OPEN FOR FISHING WITH THE USUAL RESTRICTIONS (NO FISHING 

WITHIN 100M RADIUS OF HATCHERY).  From Boulder Creek (below First Lake) UPSTREAM is open all 

year with the only restriction being Artificial Fly only above Second Lake.  (Artificial fly means that any 

kind of gear can be used as long as a single barbless fly is used.  A float and weights may be added to the 

line).  THE NORTH AND SOUTH FORK JOIN THE MAINSTEM BETWEEN FIRST LAKE AND BOULDER CREEK 

SO ARE OPEN YEAR ROUND WITH NO RESTRICTIONS ON GEAR (OTHER THAN THE USUAL FOR ALL 

VANCOUVER ISLAND RIVERS . . . BARBLESS SINGLE HOOKS, NO BAIT.) 

From the Bore Hole (Power Line Crossing) downstream to the Hwy 1 Bridge is open June 1 to November 

30. (i.e. closed December 1 to May 31) 

From the Hwy 1 Bridge to the Duke Pt Hwy Bridge (HWY 17) is open all year. 

The section from the Cedar Bridge upstream to Duke Pt Hwy bridge is open from October 31 to 

September 14 (i.e. closed from September 15 to October 30).  THIS CLOSURE IS IN EFFECT TO PROTECT 

THE SUMMER RUN CHINOOKS WHICH HOLD IN THIS AREA. 

B.  Saltwater (Tidal) Portion 

From Cedar bridge out to estuary, open from October 26 to July 14 EXCEPT closed for 400 m below 

Cedar Bridge (to white triangles) from October 25 to November 30. 

2.  What you can retain (all other fish are catch and release only). 

     B.     Freshwater Portion 

As for all Vancouver Island rivers, you may only retain hatchery marked rainbow and cutthroat trout. (no 

size limit).  It is very unlikely that you will be able to find a marked trout in the Nanaimo system, so the 

only place you have a hope of keeping a trout would be in the lakes where the limit is 4 fish (one over 50 

cm) no lower size limit.  If you do catch marked trout in the river, the limit is two fish. 
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From October 15 to March 31 you may keep 1 jack coho (under 35 cm (14 inches)) anywhere in the 

Nanaimo River that is open to fishing EXCEPT the section below Firehall Pool to Cedar Bridge (see below) 

From November 1 to 30 you may keep 2 chum salmon from the Cedar Bridge to the Firehall pool and 

one jack coho from November 1 to December 31 in the same area. 

C. Saltwater Portion 

From October 26 to July 14, you may retain 4 chum per day and from June 1 to December 31, two 

hatchery marked coho (don’t hold your breath . . . the first coho being marked EVER on the Nanaimo 

River will be released in the spring of 2015 so will not be back for 2 years!) 

Phew!  That’s a quagmire of potential fishing violations!  If anybody sees any errors I have made, please 

let me know! 


