
Nanaimo Hatchery 

From: <bheinrichs@shaw.ca> 
To: "IWFF Members" <bheinrichs@shaw.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 8:00 PM 
Subject: Hatchery and Fish Camera Reports 
 

Bowen Park By-Pass Report 
Good news to report – 87 coho through the Millstone camera on the weekend. The Halloween 
rains came early this year. 
 

Nanaimo River Hatchery's Spawning Days 
The final plans for this Sunday's Spawning Days (open house) were discussed today. In the past 
we had volunteers to demonstrate fly tying, casting and helping out with the trout pond. Due to 
weather and availability of trout, we are no longer needed for those duties. If you would still 
like to help the Hatchery with their fund raising, please call one of the Brians or Laura at 250 
245-7780. They could use some help with salmon burgers, setting up, cleaning up etc. Just let 
one of them know what times you are available and they will fit you in. 
 
Bernie 
 
From: <bheinrichs@shaw.ca> 
To: "IWFF Members" <bheinrichs@shaw.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 9:24 AM 

Subject: Fw: Pink Eggtake 
This year the egg take was finished in about the same amount of time as in previous years but more 
were taken. It was organized better and there were a few more student volunteers to help. The 
broodstock collection was a bit more challenging and the fish are smaller so it is good to see the 
Hatchery is able to get its target of pink eggs. 
They also told us at the egg take that their program of netting chinook salmon is also probably going to 
meet its target. More water has been released from the dams upstream of the Nanaimo River so the 
water levels will be higher this weekend and, hopefully, the coho will be stimulated into entering the 
system for their spawning run. 
This may be a good time to check the river out - fishing or walking. 
Bernie 
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Brian Banks 
Subject: Pink Eggtake 
Hi All, I would like to thank everybody for their help on Tuesday. We spawned 683 females for a total of 
826,430 eggs. The pinks this year were a lot smaller than last year. The fecundity (average eggs per 
female) this year was 1210, last year it was 1726. 
We are still holding 250 female pinks that were not ready spawn, so hatchery staff will be able to meet 
our 1.1 million egg target. 
Brian 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
><///(°> ><///(°> ><///(°> 
Brian Banks 
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From: <bheinrichs@shaw.ca> 
To: "IWFF Members" <bheinrichs@shaw.ca> 
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 10:47 PM 

Subject: Fw: Pink Eggtake 
 
Members, 
This emails confirms that the Nanaimo Hatchery will be doing the pink egg take on Tuesday, 
October 2, 2012. Access to the Hatchery is located just South of the Nanaimo River Bridge on 
Highway #1 then follow the signs. This event is fun and interesting even if you just come out for 
short while to see it. 
 
Bernie 

Subject: Pink Eggtake 
We will be doing a pink eggtake on Tuesday, Oct.2nd. We could use some extra help for this as 
we are going to check our 1000 females and spawn as many as we can. If you are coming out to 
help, try and bring rain gear and boots as it can be a wet, messy job. Please arrive at around 
9:30 or 10:00. Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thanks. 
Brian 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
><///(°> ><///(°> ><///(°> 
Brian Banks 
Co Manager 
Nanaimo River Hatchery 
PO Box# 281 
Cassidy, B.C. 
V0R 1H0 
Ph: (250) 245-7780 Fax: 245-7786 
Cell: (250) 713-4088 
bbanks@nanaimoriverhatchery.ca 
 
bheinrichs@shaw.ca <bheinrichs@shaw.ca> 
Thursday, September 27, 2012 8:16 PM 

Nanaimo River Hatchery Meeting 
Members, 
The following are some of the topics discussed at the Wednesday, September 26, 2012 
Hatchery Meeting: 
  
-The Nanaimo River is at its lowest level in at least 10 years. 
  
-The Open House for November 4, 2012 will be called "Spawning Days". 

• It is being held in the Fall instead of the Spring and will be similar to the "Gently Down   
the Stream" program that they conduct for school children. 



• It will include: Dissecting a chum salmon, an egg take and fertilization demo, fish 
release, salmon burgers, helicopter rides, a stream/nature walk etc.  

• There will also be a fishing-gear, garage sale (donations will be welcomed). 
• No invitations were sent for booths but they will be welcomed if anyone wants to set 

one up. 
  
The first egg take from the pinks netted will likely be on Tuesday, October 2, 2012 at the 
Hatchery. This will likely be confirmed Monday morning but this is a heads up for it.  Brian said 
that they are delaying it a bit so that the volunteers will only be needed for one day to, 
hopefully, get 3/4 of them done.  If we can get as much participation for this as we did for the 
netting day, it should be possible.  
 
Bernie  
 
From: <rmoll@shaw.ca> 
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;> 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2012 5:27 PM 
Subject: Fw: Pink Broodstock Fishing 
From: Brian Banks 
 

Subject: Pink Broodstock Fishing 
Hello, just a quick note. We will not be broodstock fishing on Wednesday. We noticed during our swim 
today that the pinks have started to spread out of the pools. There is not one large group of pinks to fish 
that would warrant bringing out a lot of volunteers. Hatchery staff captured more pinks last week and 
and should be able to meet the adult target this week. 
 
We will however need some help for our eggtake. This is typically near the end of September. I will keep 
you posted as to when this will occur. 
Thanks 
Brian 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
><///(°> ><///(°> ><///(°> 
Brian Banks 
Co Manager 
Nanaimo River Hatchery 
 
From: <rmoll@shaw.ca> 
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;> 
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 6:01 AM 
Subject: Fw: Pink Broodstock Fishing 
Thanks to those who helped on the first take. 
Ron 

Subject: Pink Broodstock Fishing 
Hello, 
Again I want to thank everybody for their help today. We brought back 531 females and 575 males. As of 
now, we will plan to fish again next Wednesday, September 19th. I will confirm the details next week. 
Brian 
 



From: Brian Banks 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 3:46 PM 
To: Brian MacDonald ; Kevin Trotter ; Rick Wanhill ; Robert Kissinger ; Mark McGladrey ; Bennie 
Hendricks ; Harry McLeod ; Charles Thirkill ; Jean-Michel Hanssens ; Al Brown ; Wayne Harling ; Brian 
Hermann ; Clyde Wicks ; Bernie Heinrichs ; Ron Moll 

Subject: Nanaimo River Pink Broodstock 
Hello, 
We are planning our first day of Nanaimo River pink broodstock capture of the year. Our target is to 
transport 2000 pinks back to the hatchery to spawn for our 1,000,000 fry release. This has typically taken 
2 days to do in the past. 
 
If you are interested please meet at the hatchery at 9:00, Wednesday, September 12th. The river is 
warm, but if you have waders it would be beneficial. This is usually an all day affair, so bring a lunch if you 
are planning on staying for the long haul. If you can only make if for a little bit, that is fine as well as trucks 
will be going back and forth to the hatchery all day. 
 
We have our two hatchery trucks to haul water tanks and I believe Al will be bringing his truck as well. 
Bernie is away next week so we may need one more truck to haul a tank. A 3/4 tonne would be good as it 
would be between 1500 and 1800 pounds of fish, tank and water. 
 
Like I said, this is the first day, and we will be probably doing it all again the following week and would 
need help for eggtakes as well so if you can't make it next week don't worry as there is still opportunity to 
help out. 
Please feel free to pass this on to anybody else who may want to help, or may want to be added to the 
volunteer mailing list. They can e-mail me: bbanks@nanaimoriverhatchery.ca 
Thanks 
Brian 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
><///(°> ><///(°> ><///(°> 
Brian Banks 
Co Manager 
Nanaimo River Hatchery 
 
From: <rmoll@shaw.ca> 
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 4:25 PM 

Subject: Fw: Nanaimo River Pink Broodstock 
Hi All 
Although I have a 3/4 ton, it is unusable due to my fifth wheel setup. Anyone else? 
 
For those that haven’t been to the hatchery before, turn East at the Cassidy Rest Area. There are plenty 
of parking areas at the hatchery. 
 
Things that go on. 

Initially load the trucks with nets and holding tanks. 
Hopefully a briefing. 
Probably go to the House Pool for the pinks. (The road down to the pool is pretty rough and I 

would advise against following with your own vehicle.) 
Set the capture net out. Probably the best part of the an hour. 
Bring the net in. 
We help to capture the pinks, the hatchery staff sex them and we carry them to trucks 
designated male / female. 



A staff member and one of us will drive the trucks (holding tank)to the hatchery. 
One of us normally net the fish from the truck tank and HAND THE NET DOWN to the staff. The 
staff releases the fish in a designated holding tank and maintains a tally sheet. 

 
After the first load, someone should stay at the off loading area as it cuts down a lot of coordination. 
Ron 
 
From: <bheinrichs@shaw.ca> 
To: "IWFF Members" <bheinrichs@shaw.ca> 
Cc: "Brian Banks" <bbanks@nanaimoriverhatchery.ca> 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 10:03 PM 

Subject: Collecting Pink Salmon for Brood Stock 
Since I will not be available when the Nanaimo River Hatchery will be netting Pink Salmon brood stock in 
early September, we need to organize recruiting volunteers now. If you are available to help, please click 
on the link to send an email to Brian Banks at: 
bbanks@nanaimoriverhatchery.ca 
 
Ron Moll, who has most but not all of your email addresses, also offered to be a point man to pass along 
any information. 
 
For those who have not participated in this, it involves bringing gloves, waders (if you have them but not 
needed), snack or lunch (we have usually been done by 1:00 pm). 
 
The main reason we need extra help is because it requires many people to pull the net up onto the bank 
of the river. It also speeds up the process if you can help bring the fish up to tanks in the trucks. It is 
quite interesting and we often end up with a few big chinook to add to the excitement. Unfortunately 
this is done on short notice. The fish need to be spotted on the swim day (Tuesday) and they only have a 
day to prepare to go to the location of where they were found. That day is usually Thursday. 
 
This Pink Program is not only adding to the shore fishery on Nanaimo shores but it has been brought the 
Nanaimo River back to levels that have not been seen for years. Last year there were over 200 pinks 
counted spawning in Departure Creek. The Hatchery started this program with no additional funding so 
volunteers have been very important in continuing it. Thank you and please click on the above link to get 
your name on their list of contacts. 
Bernie 
 


