Midnight Madness
RICHARD BEST [humptyd@shaw.ca]

Hey everybody - it may be the dog days of summer for trout fishers, but there is a heat wave coming along with a July full
moon, and that might trigger some of the year's hottest smallmouth bass midnight madness top-water action. Check out
this slab smallie, my biggest of the year so far (until the next time | go out!).

19.5" SM Quennell Lake 11 PM

Surface hit on Dark Star
homemade topwater lure
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19.5 inches, and thick as a brick. Surface hit at Quennell Lake last night on my Dark Star homemade topwater lure.

| will be going out in my 14" aluminum boat over the next 10 days or so to Shawnigan and other local bass lakes. If
anyone else in the club wants to come along there is usually an open seat in my boat. You can catch these fish, and
bigger, on flyrod at night if you put your mind to it.

Also notice this pic of my lost rod & reel, that | accidentally dropped overboard into N2 Lake while | was mugging for the
camera during an immaculate catch & release of s beauty summer steelhead.

It is resting on the bottom in 30 ft of water. | found it by mounting a video camera on a homemade drift anchor (the
apparatus on the lower right) and towing it around. Now | have to go back and get that rod back!
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Also, can anyone identify the fish in this photo caught at N2 Lake? Is it a small steelhead or small coho? How can you
tell?

Get out and go fishing!

Richard
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