
Millstone River Beaver Dam Control 

From: Bernie Heinrichs [bheinrichs@shaw.ca] 

Bernie Heinrichs is beside the 6 inch pipe that was installed in late May this year. 

 It is beside a 10 inch pipe that has been used for over 4 years.  Mel Sheng and I 

added it to control the flow better and prevent the beaver from cutting off the 

flow entirely.  Without this system the Millstone River would have dried up the 

last two dry summers.  Some of the branches are lying next to the valve.  They 



had to be removed to get the pipe installed but the beaver had it repaired by the 

next morning.  When the water is drained until it is below the top of the dam, 

they stop building it.  The water is then slowly released during the dry summer to 

maintain a minimum flow in the 

river. 

 

The intake of both pipes are protected from the beaver plugging them by this 

aluminum cage donated by Marine Harvest. The 6 inch pipe and valve was 

donated by the DFO. This cage replaces a wooden structure that was in place for 

over 4 years.  It also contained a flapper used to control the flow but was not very 

accessible.  The beavers finally found a way to access it and plugged off the 10 

inch pipe.  A trail camera installed at the dam took over 50 photos of a beaver 

busily building the dam from 10:00 pm to 4:00 am the next morning. 

 


